Field trials were conducted to determine the efficacy of zinc phosphide oat baits as a control for black-tailed prairie dogs {Cynomys ludovicianus) and Richardson {Spermophilus richardsoni) and Columbian (Spermopliilus columbiamis) ground squirrels in Montana. Efficacy was compared when zinc phosphide oat bait was applied with and without an application of nontoxic oats as prebait. Zinc phosphide efficacy was greater than 90 percent on the prairie dog and Richardson ground squirrel with prebaiting. Efficacy without prebaiting was not judged acceptable. Trials with and without the use of prebait prior to application of zinc phosphide oat bait for control of the Columbian ground squirrel was not found to be efficacious. , I
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DISCUSSION
Previous studies (Sullins and Sullivan, 1990; Sullins, 1980) 
